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Diploma of Whiteness 
Race and Social Policy in Brazil, 1917-1945 
JERRY DAVILA 
In Brazil, in the period between the world wars, the idea 
of race underwent a dramatic shift. Brazilian authorities, 
who had considered race a biological fact, began to  view 
it as a cultural and environmental condition. 

Jerry Dhvila explores the significance of this transition by 
looking at the history of  the Rio de Janeiro school system 
between 1917 and 1945. 

Analyzing primary material-including school system 
records, teacher journals, photographs, private letters, 
and unpublished documents-Divila provides a unique 
historical perspective on how racial attitudes move from 
elite discourse into people's lives. 

"A superbly researched analysis of the application of the 
whitening ideal, with all its contradictions, in the Rio 
de Janeiro schools during the interwar years."-Thomas 
Skidmore, author of Black into White: Race and 
Nationality in Brazilian Thought 

312 pages, 41 illustrations, paper $21.95 
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itself. . . . Whether riding a 

steamer down the Sao 
Francisco River, taking a 
group of visiting U.S. farm- 

Anthropologist Neil L. Whitehead 
presents a coUection of recent fieldwork 
and the latest theoretical perspectives 
that illuminate how a range ofNative 
communities in the Amazon River basin. 
and those they encounter, use the past to 
make sense of their world and themselves. 
I. addition to examining the particular 
foundations and significance of history 
and historicity in such communities 
as the Guaji. Wapishana. Dekuana, 
and Patamuna, the contributors to this 
volume consider more broadly how 
diierent natural and cultural features 
can help shape historical consciousness: 
landscape and territory; rituals such as 
feasting; genealogy and kinship; and wen 
the practice of archaeology. 
$25 paper / $55 cloth 
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